
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

May 26, 2017 
 
 

Executive Office of Governor Rick Scott 
400 S Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
Dear Governor Scott: 

 

On behalf of Alachua County Public Schools’ 27,000 students, 4,000 teachers and staff and the local citizens who have 
consistently demonstrated their strong support for our schools, we ask that you veto House Bill 7069 and the FEFP 
portion of the budget. 
 

Both would be bad for our local students and schools. The budget cuts funding by more than $19 per student and would 
represent a reduction of nearly $500 per student since the 2007-2008 school year. In fact, when you index that amount 
to the Consumer Price Index, local per-pupil funding is actually $2000 less than it should be to keep up with higher 
costs. 
 

HB 7069 harms our students and schools in many other ways. For example, it reduces our ability to serve poor children 
in ways that are most effective for our community. It turns over about $600,000 in funds that we badly need to repair 
and maintain our 41 aging school facilities to charter schools with fewer needs and little to no accountability.  
 

These are just a few of the negative effects of HB 7069, which as you know was cobbled together in secret and rammed 
through during the final days of the legislative session. We are particularly appalled at the cynical attempt by legislators 
to make this harmful legislation more palatable and supposedly veto-proof by tacking on more popular items, including 
recess, support for children with disabilities and very limited changes to standardized testing. No wonder groups such as 
the Florida PTA, the Florida League of Women Voters and even legislators of both parties have denounced both the bill 
and way in which it was crafted and approved. 
 

We know that in recent days your office has been the target of an ‘astro-turf’ campaign which encouraged (and in some 
cases, bribed) students and parents to send messages in support of the education budget and/or HB 7069. We also know 
that as of this date the Legislature has failed to formally present you with the budget and bill. This appears to be nothing 
more than a maneuver to gain time in which to generate more ‘positive’ input and reduce opposition by waiting until 
school is over.  
 

We trust that you will reject such maneuvers and provide the courageous leadership that Florida’s public school students 
badly need by vetoing the FEFP portion of the budget and HB 7069. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

   
  

Robert P. Hyatt, Chair                                       Dr. Gunnar F. Paulson, Vice Chair 
 
 

 

April M. Griffin, Board Member                     Dr. Leanetta McNealy, Board Member         Eileen F. Roy, Board Member 
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